
 
 
 

 
General Public Permission Form 

Name: __________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________ 
e-mail: __________________________________ 
� Yes, I am at least 18 years old 
     à or: Birthday (mm/dd/yy):  ______________ 

 
General Public Permission Form 

 
I  ______________________  consent to have my writing published by Underground Writing on: 
 

1) Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/_undergroundwriting/   
2) Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UndergroundWriting/ 
3) Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/UndergroundinWA  

 
I understand that my writing may also be used or mentioned in broadcast, print and electronic media across the 
country and internationally, including the Internet and/or The Underground Writing Podcast, and may be used for 
promotion in any subsequent Underground Writing websites, social media outlets, publications, advertisements, 
video productions, and public service announcements.  
 
I give my permission for the use of my writing, and hold harmless Underground Writing from any and all claims or 
liabilities arising out of the use of such writing and its possible use in subsequent publications and/or promotions. 
 
Underground Writing will obtain a copyright for any given book/chapbook/project in its entirety.  Copyright for 
the individual work(s) included in any such book/chapbook/project will revert to the author upon 
publication.  Underground Writing retains the right to reprint the work(s) in any reissue or future anthology or 
other publication associated with Underground Writing. 
 
 
I affirm the following: 1) I have read this information, 2) I have freely chosen to give my consent to have my 
writing published and/or distributed as aforementioned on this form. 
 
If my writing is published, please use the following attribution: 
 
� Anonymous + Geographical location: ________________ (city), ___________ (state), __________ (country) 

� First name + Geographical location: ________________ (city), ___________ (state), __________ (country) 
 
     
Author’s signature: _________________________   Date: _________________________ 
 
Best contact (email/phone): ______________________ (e)  _____________________________ (p) 
 
 
Parent/Legal Guardian signature (if author is under 18 years old): _______________________________ 
 
Print name: _____________________________   Date: _________________________________ 
Best contact (email/phone): ______________________ (e)  _____________________________ (p) 
 
Please scan this form (or take a photo of it) and e-mail it with your writing to info@undergroundwriting.org 



 
The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) is changing the way we live.  Underground Writing has been 
impacted as well—no in-person workshops for the time being.  And you, reading this now, 

have very likely been affected in many different ways.  Underground Writing aims to help in 
the ways we can.  We’re currently delivering e-mailed “workshops” to all of our sites.  We’re 
also making this workshop available to the general public.  If you choose to write with us in 

this format, please consider submitting what you write for publication (we’re featuring 
workshop writing via our podcast and social media outlets). 

 
Use extra paper if needed. Once your writing is done, and you’ve signed the 
permission form, please send it back to us; info@undergroundwriting.org 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Underground Writing Workshop  |  Hope in These Times 

 
 
1.  The Decameron is a series of stories told by a group of women and men who are quarantined in a large 
house outside of Florence, Italy to escape the Black Plague.  The book was published nearly 700 years 
ago, far in advance of the Coronavirus.  Prompts: 1) If you were to write a tale of these current times in 
2020, what would it be, and why? . . . 2) What would you want people to know? . . . and 3) Write the tale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Read “What Issa Heard” by David Budbill and follow the prompt suggestions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Read “won’t you celebrate with me” by Lucille Clifton and follow the prompt suggestions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
#2 – Hope in These Times workshop 
 
 

What Issa Heard 
 
Two hundred years ago Issa heard the morning birds 
singing sutras to this suffering world. 

I heard them too, this morning, which must mean, 

since we will always have a suffering world, 
we must also always have a song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Budbill 

 
 
 
 
 
Prompt: 
 
What does this poem say about pain?  What does it say about joy (“song”)?  How are these two items 
interwoven in your life in this current moment of crisis in our world?  What is giving you hope these 
days? 
 
*use extra paper if needed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
#3 – Hope in These Times workshop 
 
 

won’t you celebrate with me 
 
won’t you celebrate with me 
what i have shaped into 
a kind of life? i had no model. 
born in babylon 
both nonwhite and woman 
what did i see to be except myself? 
i made it up 
here on this bridge between 
starshine and clay, 
my one hand holding tight 
my other hand; come celebrate 
with me that everyday 
something has tried to kill me 
and has failed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lucille Clifton 

 
 
 
 
 
Prompt: 
 
Whether you are a woman or a man, and no matter your racial or cultural background, there’s plenty you 
can likely relate to in this poem.  What would you say you’ve been shaped into?  In our Coronavirus 
context, have you experienced any re-shaping?  Clifton suggests that she’s had to improvise at life . . . do 
you feel this way?  If so, how have you needed to improvise?  What do you make of the final four lines, 
and how do they speak to you? 
 
Then: Write your own version of a “won’t you celebrate with me” poem / piece of writing. 
 
*use extra paper if needed 
 
 
 


